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}Outline:

}Childrenõs human rights: right here, right now

}Citizenship and schooling: global snapshots

}Why do we need to re - think our democratic 
narratives?  global politics, migration, history as 
progress, human rights underpinning citizenship 
education

}Some democratic narratives through a human 
rights lens: some tentative examples , human 
rights underpinning citizenship education



A story from South Korea

Human rights: right here, right now





"In small places, close to home ï

so close and so small that they 

cannot be seen on any maps of 

the world. Yet they are the world 

of the individual person; the 

neighborhood he lives in; the 

school or college he attends; the 

factory, farm or office where he 

works. Such are the places where 

every man, woman, and child 

seeks equal justice, equal 

opportunity, equal dignity without 

discrimination. Unless these 

rights have meaning there, they 

have little meaning anywhere. 

Without concerned citizen action 

to uphold them close to home, we 

shall look in vain for progress in 

the larger world." 

Where do universal rights begin?

Eleanor Roosevelt speech at the 

presentation of "IN YOUR HANDS: A Guide 

for Community Action for the Tenth 

Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights."

Thursday, March 27, 1958 



}Protection, Provision and Participation
}children have the right to express their views 

(article 12), 
}to receive information
}to an education for participation in decisions 

about their lives and futures
}to human rights education

}
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}CRC combines political rights with social, 
economic and cultural rights 

}5 key principles:

}Best interests (Article 3)

}Non - discrimination (Article 20)

}Evolving capabilities /right to guidance 
(Article 5)

}Optimum development (Articles 4 and 6) 

}Right for views to be given due weight





Children are not future citizens but citizens in the 
present

This has implciations for teacher ðstudent 
relationships. 

Above all: children wnat teachers who will engage 
with them

ôWe want teachers who will listen to usõ 

14 - year- old survivors of 2004 Tsunami, Aceh, 
Indonesia



}The everyday practices of schooling can undermine 
democratic practices and human rights 

}Education can promote intolerance: text book 
controversies (history, the Other) 

}Schooling can lead to bullying violence and even 
suicide

}The conditions of schooling

promote violence among

children ðit can be argued

that schooling may even

provoke war



1. Students should learn about the complex relationships 
between unity and diversity in their local communities, the 
nation, and the world.

2. Students should learn about the ways in which people in their 
community, nation, and region are increasingly 
interdependent with other people around the world and are 
connected to the economic, political, cultural, environmental, 
and technological changes taking place across the planet.

3. The teaching of human rights should underpin citizenship 
education courses and programs in multicultural nation -
states.

4. Students should be taught knowledge about democracy and 
democratic institutions and provided opportunities to practice 
democracy.



3. The teaching of human rights 
should underpin citizenship education 
courses and programs in multicultural 
nation - states.

A critical principle since human rights 
are inclusive of all, whereas not all 
students may be citizens. 



4. Students should be taught knowledge 
about democracy and democratic 
institutions and provided opportunities to 
practice democracy.

This element of practicing democracy is 
absolutely critical. It is:
ÅIn keeping with CRC Article 12
Ånecessary for conflict resolution
Åsupports protection from harm/ abuse. 


